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NORTH AMERICA 

Yosemite Trails. Camp and Pack Train in the Yosemite Region of the Sierra 
Nevada. By J. Smeaton Chase, x and 354 pp., map and index. Houghton, 
Mifflin Company, Boston and New York, 1911. $2. 8>£ x $%. 

The nature-loving public may be divided into two classes, those who have 
been to the Yosemite Valley and those who have not. To the former Mr. 
Chase's book will be not only a delightful reminder, but an amazing revelation 
of what lies hidden from those who have not the seeing eye. As a first visit 
to the Yosemite marks a crisis in one's life, those who would gain most from 
the experience should face it with head and heart — awake to the abounding 
life and loveliness of this Sierra region. Such mental and spiritual alertness 
is born only of knowledge; it is therefore pages like these that serve to put 
the prospective traveler on his mettle, as it were, against the unthinking recep- 
tive attitude of the ordinary tourist. 

Mr. Chase writes with a buoyant intensity of appreciation and an exuberant 
imagination that cannot fail to strike fire from the duller sensibilities of the 
best of us. He sees not merely the form and color of flower, rock, and tree, 
but he individualizes each and discerns its characteristics with unerring insight. 
Some may take issue with him on the ground that he sees more than Nature 
put there, but, like the poet he is, he has recognized the instinct that "climbs to 
a soul in grass and flowers" and has tried to express it. On this account his 
occasional repetitions may be treated indulgently, not so his historic inaccuracy 
on page 35. There he says Sequoyah "achieved the feat of reducing the Indian 
languages to eighty-six syllabic characters." He therefore assumes that Sequoyah 
reduced all the Indian languages, whereas he knew Cherokee only, and made 
his syllabary to fit that. 

The book is divided into two parts. In Part I., which treats of. the Yose- 
mite and the Sequoias, the author writes con amore of the matchless con- 
iferous forests, perhaps because, as he says, "the forest is not a sight, and the 
forest frame of mind is not a wide-eyed wondering frame of mind," thus subtly 
characterizing the attitude of those who "do" the Park on schedule time. Part 
II describes at length a month's expedition to the lake-land of the High Sierra, 
the route of which is traced on a fairly clear map. This portion of the book 
aims to be a guide to almost unknown areas of the locality, — and the details 
of the outfit and line of march are given with freshness and sincerity of pur- 
pose. All of the pictures illustrate the text, and a few are exceptional examples 
of photographic art. C. W. Hotchkiss. 
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